
How effectively do cloth face
coverings prevent the spread
of COVID-19?
The primary role of cloth face coverings are to reduce the
release of infectious particles into the air when someone
speaks, coughs, or sneezes, including someone who has COVID-19
but may not show symptoms. Cloth face coverings are not a
substitute  for  washing  hands,  physical  distancing  while
performing essential activities, and staying home, but they
may be helpful when combined with these actions.

What  is  a  cloth  face
covering?
A cloth face covering is a material that covers the nose and
mouth. It can be secured to the head with ties or straps or
simply wrapped around the lower face. It can be made of a
variety of materials, such as cotton, silk, or linen. Research
has shown that certain more densely-woven fabrics may be more
effective. A cloth face covering may be factory-made or sewn
by hand, or can be improvised from household items such as
scarfs, T-shirts, sweatshirts, or towels.
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I  am  experiencing  financial
hardship  and  am  having
trouble  caring  for  my  pet.
Are there low cost or free
pet-care resources available?
If you are seeking help for your pet, there are organizations
in Delaware that may be able to help with low-cost veterinary
care and vaccinations, spay and neuter, pet food bank, and
sheltering. The Office of Animal Welfare has a listing of
community resources online for pet owners.

How  should  I  prepare  for
COVID-19 if I have a pet?
Take time now to make plans and prepare your pets in case you
can no longer take care of your pets or have to go to the
hospital due to COVID-19.

Designate  a  trusted  pet  caregiver  (family,  friend,
neighbor, colleague), who has a set of keys to your
home, is familiar with your home and pet, knows your
emergency plan, and has your contact information.
Prepare pet care instruction documents for each of your
pets  with  information  on  feeding,  watering,  health
conditions, medications, etc.
Make sure your pet is microchipped, the microchip is
registered, and information is up to date. Your pet
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should  always  be  wearing  a  collar  or  harness  with
identification.
Make sure your pet’s veterinary care and vaccines are up
to date. Organize your veterinary records so they are
readily accessible.
In addition to making sure you have a supply of your own
medication, be certain you have at least 2-4 weeks of
your pet’s medication.
Ensure you have an adequate supply of pet food, litter,
and other consumable supplies.
Have leashes and crates/carriers available in case your
pets need to be transported.

Can I still adopt or foster
an  animal  from  an  animal
shelter at this time?
Yes.  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  companion  animals,
including shelter animals, are a potential source of COVID-19
infection  for  people.  Many  animal  shelters  and  rescues
continue to look for foster care and adoption applicants.

Are  veterinarians  and  pet
supply  stores  open  for

https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/faq/can-i-still-adopt-or-foster-an-animal-from-an-animal-shelter-at-this-time/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/faq/can-i-still-adopt-or-foster-an-animal-from-an-animal-shelter-at-this-time/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/faq/can-i-still-adopt-or-foster-an-animal-from-an-animal-shelter-at-this-time/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/faq/are-veterinarians-and-pet-supply-stores-open-for-business/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/faq/are-veterinarians-and-pet-supply-stores-open-for-business/


business?
Essential veterinary care, pet food retail, and animal shelter
operations are all deemed essential services in Delaware and
therefore remain open to the public. It is recommended to call
a  facility  prior  to  arrival  for  special  instructions  or
changes to hours of operation.

Can my animal be tested for
COVID-19?
At this time, the State of Delaware, United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), and United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) do not recommend routine testing
of  animals  for  the  virus  that  causes  COVID-19  in  people.
Veterinarians who believe an animal should be tested will
contact state animal health officials, who will work with
public health and animal health authorities to decide whether
samples should be collected and tested.

What should I do if I think
my animal has the virus?
Call your veterinary clinic with any questions about your
animal’s health. In order to ensure the veterinary clinic is
prepared to evaluate the animal, the owner should call ahead
and arrange the hospital or clinic visit. Make sure to tell
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your veterinarian if your animal was exposed to a person sick
with COVID-19, and if your animal is showing any signs of
illness.

I am helping someone who is
sick with COVID-19 by walking
their  dog/caring  for  their
pet. How do I stay safe?
Always  practice  social  (physical)  distancing  from  the  ill
person, as well as from other persons when you’re on a walk
with a dog. Practice handwashing when entering the person’s
home. Avoid touching surfaces in the person’s home as much as
possible. Do not share food, kiss, or hug the pet, or allow
the pet to lick you; and wash your hands before and after any
contact with the pet and their supplies. You should not share
dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils with the ill
person or pet. After you attend to the pet and go home, wash
your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds, and wash your
clothes.

Can animals carry the virus
that causes COVID-19 on their
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skin and fur?
At this time, there is no evidence that the virus that causes
COVID-19 can spread to people from the skin or fur of pets.
Normal cleanliness and hygiene should be maintained for your
pet. As a general precaution it is recommended that you wash
your hands with soap and water after touching animals.
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